LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR BOLLING’S STATEMENT ON THE KICK OFF OF 100 IDEAS FOR THE FUTURE OF VIRGINIA
We are here today to announce the kick off of a new major statewide initiative – 100 Ideas For The Future Of Virginia.  

Throughout my tenure as Lieutenant Governor I have tried to communicate two important truths to the people of Virginia.

First, we are blessed to live in this place called Virginia.  

Virginia is a very special place.  Thanks to the hard work of those who came before us, we have the privilege of living in a state that is the envy of our nation in many ways.  

However, the second truth is this…..just because Virginia is a great place today does not mean it will always be a great place.

The fact is that we face some significant challenges in Virginia today, and if we want the Virginia we leave to our children and grandchildren to be even better than the Virginia we inherited from our parents and grandparents we have some work to do.

What can we do to make our schools better and make certain that we provide our children with the skills they need to compete in the global marketplace of the 21st century?

What can we do to address the significant public safety challenges we face in Virginia today, challenges like the rapid growth of gangs, gang violence, methamphetamine drug use, Internet sexual predators and the like?

How can we move forward with our efforts to build a transportation system for the 21st century without just always raising taxes on the backs of families and businesses that are already overburdened?

What are we going to do about the estimated 1 million Virginians that do not have health insurance and the thousands of small business owners and sole proprietors that cannot afford to buy health insurance for themselves and their employees?

How can we reform Medicaid before it bankrupts the Commonwealth?

What is our plan for preserving and protecting our important natural resources for future generations of Virginians?

How can we reform government to make it work for the people of Virginia and not against them?

And the list goes on and on.

These are all significant challenges facing Virginia today, and if we are going to prepare our state for the future we have to talk about these challenges and build consensus around ways to address them.  

These are not Republican challenges or Democrat challenges, they are Virginia challenges, and we need the help of every Virginian to find solutions to these challenges.  

100 Ideas For The Future Of Virginia is designed to do just that – to give every Virginian an opportunity to provide their ideas on how we can address the important challenges facing Virginia today.

Starting tomorrow, and for the remainder of this year, I will be traveling extensively across Virginia, meeting with business leaders, political leaders, civic leaders and everyday Virginians, soliciting their ideas on how we can build a better Virginia.

As a part of these travels I will be holding dozens of Town Hall Idearaisers in every part of our state.  These Idearaisers are designed to give the people of Virginia an opportunity to comment on the important challenges facing our state and provide their ideas on how we can develop a blue print for addressing these challenges in the years to come.  

These Idearaisers will be open to the public, and we invite and encourage the people of Virginia to attend and share their ideas with us.  To make this effort a success we need and want the input of every Virginian.

While we are willing to receive ideas on any issue that is of concern to Virginia’s citizens, we are specifically seeking input on certain issues, issues that constitute the “core focus” of the 100 Ideas campaign.  These core issues include:

Education

Public Safety

Transportation

Health Care

The Environment

Fiscal Reform

Government Reform

Virginia Values

In addition to providing their input on these issues at our Town Hall Idearaisers, the people of Virginia can also provide their input on these issues at a new interactive web site that we activated earlier today.  

By visiting www.100IdeasVA.com, the people of Virginia can view some of the ideas we already have under consideration, share their comments on these ideas, and propose new ideas on issues of interest to them.

Let me stress that we view this as a long term project.  We currently estimate that the 100 Ideas initiative will take two years to complete.  

The first year, the remainder of 2007, will be dedicated to soliciting ideas from the people of Virginia.  

The second year, 2008, will be dedicating to refining and packaging these ideas into a final blueprint for the future of our state.  

And then, in 2009, we will be ready to present these ideas and talk with the people of Virginia about what we want to do to address the challenges that face us and how we want to build a better Virginia.

As I mentioned earlier, our travels across Virginia will start tomorrow and continue down throughout the remainder of this week with an initial kick off tour of my native Southwest Virginia.  In the next three days we will be making stops in Wytheville, Bluefield, Richlands, Lebanon, Norton, Wise, Clintwood and Grundy.

And in the weeks to come we will be making similar tours in different regions of our state.  A complete listing of the Idearaisers scheduled to date is included in your press packets and it is available on our web site – 100IdeasVA.com.

I am excited about this new initiative, and I hope the people of Virginia will take full advantage of this opportunity to share their thoughts on the future direction of our state.  

I have often heard people criticize government, and sometimes rightly so, for not being interested in their ideas.  Well, we are interested, and we have provided an opportunity for every citizen in our state to get involved in helping us craft a positive vision for the future.  

I look forward to seeing them, and hearing from them, in my travels across Virginia.

