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Quality Rating & Improvement System 
• Voluntary, market-driven strategy adopted in almost every 

state in the nation 
 

• A method to assess, improve and communicate the level 
of quality in early care and education settings/programs 
 

• A system to address multiple aspects of early care and 
education through a uniform approach that is available 
throughout a state 
 

• Scope may include a broad range of early care and 
education programs and funding streams (NCCIC, 2006) 

                                                                         
 



QRIS Participation in Virginia 

• Total number of eligible programs*: 5424 (7/2014) 
 
• 2014 Baseline:  8% (429) rated programs in VSQI (7/2014) 
  
• 2016 Target: 15% of eligible programs 
 
 
*Eligible programs:  licensed child day centers, licensed 
family day homes, certified preschools, religious exempt child 
day centers, Head Start and Early Head Start, and Virginia 
Preschool Initiative programs 
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Revised Framework 
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Phase 1:  Fall 2014 (October-December 2014) – Info Launch 
• Training on new standards for Star Quality Coordinators 
• New standards posted online 
• Programs will continue to be rated and participate in Star Quality 1.0 
  
Phase 2:  Winter 2015 (January-March 2015) – Star Quality 2.0 Live  
• New and existing programs can begin enrolling in Star Quality 2.0 on February 16, 2015 
• Training on new standards for Star Quality Mentors and Raters 
• Process evaluation begins 

 
Phase 3:  Spring 2015 (April-June 2015) – Accelerated Options and Outreach Campaign 
• Statewide Public Awareness campaign launched 
• VPI, Head Start, and NAEYC accredited programs may apply for Level 4 and 5 through an 

accelerated process facilitated by quality standards crosswalks (other accrediting organizations 
interested in completing a crosswalk should contact:  qris@vecf.org)   

• Process evaluation continues 
  
Phase 4:  Summer 2015 (July-September 2015) – Reflection and Refinement 
• Process evaluation finalized 
• Results reviewed and any needed adjustments to Star Quality 2.0 made 
 
Phase 5:  Fall 2015 (October 2015) – Full Scale Implementation 

 

Implementation Plan 
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